Introduced by Council Member Love and Co-Sponsored by CM Bishop,
Anderson, Carter, Boyer & Yarborough:
RESOLUTION  2011-713
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JERRY R. SPINKS AND HIS MANY SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
a world-class city commits to earnest endeavors to preserve the culture, traditions, architecture and ambiance that celebrate the glory and greatness of its past; and

WHEREAS,
Jerry Spinks’ life in Jacksonville epitomized commitment, leadership and significant achievements in the conservation and preservation of Jacksonville’s history; and

WHEREAS,
Jacksonville was deeply saddened to learn of Mr. Spinks’ passing on October 24, 2011; and
WHEREAS,
born in 1938, Mr. Spinks grew up in the Texas panhandle town of Borger, was a veteran, having served in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve from 1963 to 1971, and subsequently moved to Jacksonville in 1972 after earning a Bachelor of Science degree at Florida State University and acquiring a law degree at the university’s College of Law; and

WHEREAS,
a tax attorney with the Internal Revenue Service in Jacksonville, Mr. Spinks’ life in Jacksonville was immersed in numerous and sundry historic preservation undertakings; and
WHEREAS,
a resident of Riverside, Mr. Spinks’ involvement in the civic life of Jacksonville was considerable: Chairman of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission; Director, Riverside Fine Arts Association; President, Jacksonville Historic Society; Southwest District Chairman of the Citizens Planning Advisory Committee; Merrill House Restoration Committee; Jacksonville Fire Museum Advisory Board; Jacksonville Maritime Museum Society; the Jacksonville Downtown Historic Preservation task force; Riverside Avondale Preservation; the West Jacksonville Rotary Club; Jacksonville Council of the Navy League; the Ribault Clubhouse Restoration task force; and

WHEREAS,
Jerry Spinks was instrumental in establishing the Luminaria event in the Riverside Avondale Historic District that gives Northeast Florida a “Night of Lights” during the Christmas Season; and
WHEREAS,
at its October 26, 2011 meeting, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission recognized Mr. Spinks and celebrated his important contributions to the historic preservation efforts in the City, including his award of the 2006 Historic Preservation Commission Lifetime Achievement Award for his steady and calm leadership, work, and dedication to preserving the City’s past for future generations; and

WHEREAS,
at the core of any vibrant city are the cadre of citizens that voluntarily give of themselves to better the community; Jerry Spinks was the quintessential citizen extraordinaire; and

WHEREAS,
those who knew and had the pleasure of working with Jerry Spinks will sorely miss his signature bowtie, his engaging demeanor and genuine devotion to the preservation of all that is good and great about his adopted city, its past and promising future; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Mourning and Celebrating Mr. Spinks.  The City of Jacksonville mourns the passing and celebrates the life of Jerry R. Spinks and his many significant contributions to the City of Jacksonville, particularly the preservation of its historic resources and neighborhoods.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel
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